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Thank You Girls Venture Club 

Scott Swartzendruber 

It was encouraging to get a card from the Girls Venture Club that 

referenced John 3:16 which speaks of God’s great love.  God’s 

love reaches down to save us through Christ and to empower us to 

love one another.  Even though we all know John 3:16, it always 

feels good to be made aware over and over again where true love 

comes from.  It comes from God, the one who made us and the one 

who desires a relationship with us while we live on this earth and 

live with Him in eternity.  Being loving is no easy matter.  We are 

constantly encountering people and situations that test our ability to 

be loving in all circumstances.  Thanks be to God that we have 

been given a love beyond mere human ability which makes it pos-

sible to love even when we don’t want to.  

 

There is a song that states, “It is well with my soul.”  I believe our 

souls can only be healthy when we are living in the abundance of 

God’s love shown to us in person of Jesus Christ who gave every-

thing so that we could be made whole through His saving grace.  

Isn’t it a tremendous blessing to know that what makes our souls 

healthy and hopeful is the love of God that was poured out to us in 

Christ?  Christ in us fills us with love to be loving in our relation-

ships.  Loving in our marriages.  Loving in our homes, and loving 

to our neighbors.   

 

Thanks again Girls Venture Club for the reminder of how much we 

are all loved by God, and how blessed we are when we share the 

love of Jesus with others.   
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SPECIAL POINTS 
OF INTEREST 

 Thanks again Girls 

Venture Club for the 

reminder of how much 

we are all loved by 

God. 

 Jesus sees us as His 

temple.  His love for us 

consumes Him.   

 With a name like “Pork 

Chop” one just has to 

wonder how this story 

may end.   



In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

My chimes can only make a beautiful sound when the 

wind blows. There is something about their sound 

that brings a smile to my heart.  They have a happy 

tone that lifts my spirit.  It is a blessing in my life.  I 

thank God for those little pleasures He so willingly 

gives us.  God has deepened my warm feelings to-

wards the sound of chimes in the last twenty four 

hours. It’s really amazing how He works! 

 

Last night I was reading the book of Luke.  When I 

got to the story of Jesus calming the sea in chapter 8, 

I felt nudged to read it again and again. I could relate 

to the feeling of the wind and the waves swirling 

around me.  The fear of the ramifications of every-

thing going on around me over which I have no con-

trol and the need to go to Jesus and shake Him awake 

to fix everything are emotions that I can say are fre-

quent companions of mine.  As I read these verses I 

wanted to sink into them and say, “See! I am just like 

the disciples.  How cool is that?”  However, it seems 

like the Holy Spirit 

just shook His head 

and said look at verse 

23 (“Jesus fell 

asleep”) and verse 25 

(“Jesus said, ‘Where 

is your faith?”) 

 

That was a kick in the pants.  One that I really need-

ed.  It became evident to me that while the storm was 

going on Jesus was sleeping peacefully.  If God is at 

rest, why would it be logical for me to be frantic?  

Believe me, I want to have a good answer for my re-

acting in fear, but there just isn’t one.  Jesus is the one 

with all the information and if He is at rest then I 

should be too.  No ifs, ands, or buts.   

 

Jesus loves us deeply.  We, as Christians, are God’s 

temple (I Corinthians 3:16).  After Jesus cleared the 

temple in John 2, the disciples remembered the scrip-

ture “Zeal for your house will consume me.” (John 

2:17 and Psalm 69:9)  Jesus sees us as His temple.  

His love for us consumes Him.  He will do everything 

in His power to protect us.  This is a comforting 

thought but do we truly believe it?  I want to say that 

I do, but I have a niggling suspicion that I would have 

been the first disciple to wake Jesus up and Jesus’ 

question “Where is your faith?” would have me bow-

ing humbly before Him asking for forgiveness and a 

booster shot in the faith area of my life.  I need 

growth desperately in the area of faith.  Fear is way 

too comfortable in my life.  It makes itself at home 

because I allow it to do so.  This shames me but it is 

too true to deny. I believe that God is going to help 

me to overcome fear if I allow Him to do it.  I pray I 

will allow Him to work in me. 

 

Recently, I listened to a sermon by Dick Foth.  He 

was talking about the passages in Mark 12 and Mat-

thew 22 when the Pharisees were trying to trick Jesus 

and they asked Him whether they should pay taxes.  

He asked them whose image was on the coin and told 

them to give to Caesar what was Caesar’s and to give 

to God what was God’s.  Dick Foth brought out the 

point that we are made in God’s image. (Genesis 

1:26)  If we are made in God’s image we should be 

giving ourselves to God.  We are made in God’s im-

age. We are God’s temple.  Jesus loves us.  He will 

go out of His way to protect God’s temple and to 

make it holy. (I Peter 1:16)  This is incredible and 

way beyond my comprehension.  However, it also 

can lift off the burdens that life seems to naturally 

place upon us if we can put our faith in it.  Our focus 

needs not be on how we can control things, change 

ourselves or fix situations that are beyond our abili-

ties.  

(Cont. on page 3) 
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Birthday:  

Verla Lewis ~ March 6 

Leo Schrock ~ March 22 

Leta Mae Schneider ~ March 24 

 

(In Pursuit, cont. from page 2) 

Instead we focus on the all powerful God who lives 

in us. We focus on the God who rests peacefully in 

the midst of the most terrifying of storms. We focus 

on the God who purposefully made us in His image.  

We focus on the God who has made us to be His 

temple. We focus on the God who loved us enough 

to willingly die a horrific death so we could forever 

live in His Presence.  We focus on God.  It doesn’t 

get any better than that. 

 

This morning as I was getting ready for my day, I 

heard the sound of my happy chimes, but today they 

gave me an even deeper joy than ever before be-

cause when I heard them I was reminded of my 

Savior sleeping peacefully in the midst of the storm, 

and I was ready to face my day. This is a lesson I 

am challenging myself to embed deeply in my heart.  

I need it to take root there so it can be a building 

block to help me to focus on Christ more and to take 

my eyes off the storm around me.   

As always, in pursuit….. 
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Creating the Habit of Thankfulness 
Josh Lundberg 

 
I recently read an interview of Bert and John Jacobs. 
The two men are brothers who have created a boom-
ing t-shirt business called “Life is Good.”  
 
During the pair's childhood, their parents suffered a 
life-altering car accident. Their mother walked away 
with a few broken bones, but their father lost all use 
of his right hand. In the following months, their fa-
ther became bitter and angry. Yelling became an 
ordinary and everyday occurrence in their house; yet 
every evening at dinner, their mom asked her six 
children to tell her about something good that hap-
pened to them during the day. The boys credit their 
mother for creating in them a positive and optimistic 
outlook on life.  
 
It’s amazing that a simple, habitual question could 
have such a powerful impact on the attitudes and 
minds of the Jacob children. I believe this is a habit 
and pattern we should replicate in our lives, especial-
ly as believers. 
 
Thankfulness should overflow out of the life of a 
follower of Christ as Scripture is full of commands 
to give thanks, to be thankful and to be filled with 
thanksgiving. Paul not only instructs the Thessaloni-
ans to give thanks in all circumstances, but he tells 
them that it’s God’s will for them to be thankful...in 
every circumstance (5:18). 
 
Paul commands the Colossians to have their hearts 
ruled by Christ’s peace and to be thankful (3:15). He 
reiterates this command to be thankful, emphasizing 
their need to do all that they do in the name of Jesus 
while giving thanks to God the Father (v.17). He 
also tells them to be devoted to being thankful.  
 
In another letter, Paul tells the Corinthians that they 
worship God when they give generously out of what 
God has given to them and that their act of generosi-
ty will result in God receiving His rightful thanks 
(9:11-12). Paul leaves little doubt to his expectations 
regarding followers of Christ. He believed gratitude 
was a necessary act of worship for the believer. 
 
When I was in high school, my youth pastor noted 
that whenever my father prayed, he would begin his 
prayer by thanking God. I had never noticed this 
trait, but the thought intrigued me; and I began to 
pay better attention to my father prayers. I soon dis-
covered my father always expressed thanks in his 
prayers, always. 

As followers of Christ, we would do well to ask less 
and thank more in our prayers. Perhaps like the Ja-
cob family, we need to create a pattern in which we 
ask ourselves what good God has given gave us that 
day and take a moment to remember, a moment to be 
thankful. 
 
God is so good to each of us. In times when our 
minds are filled with bitterness, anger, or a lack of 
gratitude, it is important for us as believers to re-
member just how good He has been to us (in just our 
salvation alone!) and to be thankful for all He has 
freely given to us. His goodness, grace, and mercy 
are truly immeasurable! May we take time to re-
member that in moments we are tempted to com-
plain.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In order to do that, we must prepare to do so. Below 
are some beneficial questions to ask ourselves: 
1. What do my words and attitudes reflect to oth-

ers: a grateful spirit for the goodness of God in 
my life or a complaining spirit? How can I im-
prove in this? 

2. What is one way I can build a habit of thankful-
ness in my life today? (Ask yourself the same 
thing daily.) 

3. How can I help create a grateful spirit within my 
family/children?  

4. What can I do to influence those around me to 
be more thankful? 

5. What Scripture can I memorize to remind me of 
God's goodness? To be thankful? 
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OK, you probably shouldn’t put your snow shovel 
away just yet.  But you might want to tune-up 
your lawn mower.  The days are getting longer 
and everything is picking up steam.  Now for 
what’s happening….. 

We have enjoyed the winter display on the table at 
the front of the sanctuary.  There are 6 snowy 
owls in the display for all you bird watchers.  So 
add that to your bird 
list!  The display is 
very nice. 

Quinlan Miller works 
as a feed consultant at 
Steve’s Farm Supply in 
Sharon Center.  Recent-
ly one of the truck driv-
ers found a small pig in 
a roadside ditch on a 
very cold rainy day.  
He asked  Quinlan if 
she would take the pig 
home.  So Quinlan & 

Kyle gave the little pig a 
place to stay warm & nursed 
him back to health.  She 
named him “Pork Chop” & 
the little pig flourished.  
Pork Chop made friends 
with their two dogs and ac-
tually liked dog food better 
than his own food.  After a 
week at Quinlan’s Half-way
-House the little porker was 
adopted by one of Quinlan’s 
customers.  He went to a 
fine family and he is their 

pet now.  We will end the story right there, be-
cause with a name like “Pork Chop” one just has 
to wonder how this story may end.  Yikes! 

Our church family has the opportunity to sign up 
for Guest-Host Night.  We hope there will be a 
good response because it is a great time to get to-
gether and learn to know each other better.  So 
keep March 5th free for a very entertaining night! 

We have two new babies to report on.  First came 

Elena Belle Lundberg to Jill & Josh on Thursday 
February 9th.  Elena is the third daughter born into 
this family and so Livia & Natalia are very excited 
with the new addition.  The next day Friday, Feb-
ruary 10th Oliver James Yutzy was born to the 
happy parents, Kalen & Conrad.  “Little Oliver” is 
their first child so things have changed in the 
Yutzy household.  Congratulations to all! 

There was a group of Winter Weary Iowans that 
traveled to Haiti to help Troy Miller at “Water for 
Life”. Those that spent 2 weeks were Ronnie & 
Fannie Miller, John Schrock, Ez Schrock and 
Doug Slaubaugh.  Also Merle Beachy was there 
for about a month.  They did general maintenance 
& helped in various ways. 

We were trying to remember if we had sung at a 
certain couples wedding.  So we got out our log-
book from 1975 and found the answer.  But we 
also ran across a KMC business meeting from No-
vember of 1975.  The special meeting was held on 
a Wednesday night and there were these three is-
sues; 1. Do we want to buy an organ?  2. If we 
buy an organ, shall we put it in the balcony? 3. Do 
we want to sponsor a Cambodian Refugee Fami-
ly?  We are glad to report that all three issues 
passed with a “yes” vote that night and the rest is 
history!  Good job KMC from 40+ years ago! 

Bailey Schrock no longer works at Crowded Clos-
et in Iowa City.  Her last day there was on a Tues-
day & the very next day she started a job at West 
Muscatine Middle School.  Bailey is now an “At-
Risk School Teacher”.  She was hired in response 
to larger classes in an effort to help those students 
who might be “at-risk.”  Thanks for your time at 
Crowded Closet and we wish you the very best in 
your new endeavor. 

Well, that’s it for now.  If March is as nice as Feb-
ruary it will soon be spring.  And oh, did you hear 
that Punxsutawney Phil is only right 31% of the 
time.  “Think Spring”.  So long, see you later. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V & Carol Miller 
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All Church  

WMSC 

February 1  

We had a great time together: 

Working. Eating. Laughing. 

Fellowshipping. Twelve 

comforters were knotted, 17 

college boxes filled, lots of 

school kit bags “strung”, and 

many bandages sewn and 

rolled. Join us next year!  
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Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: 
Presenting the life-giving message of Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior to the people of 
the Kalona area and the world, challenging 

them to accept Christ,  
worship Him, and serve Him. 

 
Our Mission is to fulfill the  

Great Commission:  
Leading people to Christ; discipling them in 

the faith; equipping them to witness; and 
sending them out to serve. 


